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The Turkish majority is believed to be derived from the fusion of
the Armenoid folk, who were in possession of the land at the begin-
ning of the historic period, with the Turkish tribes who entered the
country between the eleventh and fourteenth centuries and imposed
their religion and speech upon the conquered people. The Greeks,^
who were most numerous in. the coastal districts, have now been
sent to Greek territory. They consisted in part of the descendants
of the Christian population of Anatolia who refused to accept the
creed of Islam, and in part of the descendants of emigrants into
Asia Minor from Greece and the Greek islands. In economic
capacity, as in intellectual ability, the Greek was generally superior
to the Anatolian Turk, and his departure is, economically at least,
a loss to the country.
For the division of the country kito natural regions, it is most
important to distinguish between the coastal plains and the lower
slopes of the plateau on the one hand, and the plateau on the
other.
THE COASTAL DISTRICTS contain considerable areas of fertile soil,
but their full development has been greatly retarded by the disturbed
political conditions which have so long prevailed in the country.
The cereals grown include wheat, maize, and barley, the last of
which is exported to England, where it is esteemed for malting,
The west coast is especially noted for its fruits, the most important
of which are the grape? the olive, and the fig. Of these, the grape,
which is exported in the form of raisins, has the widest range ; the
olive seldom extends inland more than fifteen or twenty miles from
the coast, except in the district round Aidin ; wMe the fig flourishes
best in the valleys of the Cayster and the Menderes. Within
recent years sericulture has become an industry of some importance
in the country round Brasa. Cotton, generally of inferior quality, is
grown, among other places, in the vicinity of Smyrna, at Kassaba
and Aidin in the west, and on the Cilician plain in the south-
east ; it is believed that the latter district* at least, if developed and
irrigated, might produce large quantities of excellent material,
as at present only part of it is cultivated, and tl^at is devoted
mainly to cereals. On the north coast, tobacco is extensively,
grown on the river deltas in the country between Trebizond and
Sinope, esj>eeially around Samsuii; while from the waim temperate
forest, which borders the Black Sea, large quantities of hazel nuts